4                            LEGAL  DEPOSIT  OF  BOOKS
copies of newly published books usually find their \vay into the
State Library of almost every country in consequence of the
system.
" A glance at recent press laws in force throughout the world
shows some surprising differences in regard to the compulsory
deposit of books. The Library of Congress only is entitled to free
copies of even* copyrighted book published in the United States,
and the power of selection in cataloguing is judiciously exercised.1
The Bibliotheque Nationale is the repository for copies of all
French books, and its published lists of copyright accessions are of
intrinsicvalue to other French libraries for the purposes of book se-
lection and catalogue compilation. In Italy copyright deposit is
shared between the National Libraries of Rome and Florence.2 In
Germany copyright laws are enacted by each of the states. The
Staatsbibliothek at Berlin therefore receives a copy of all works
published in Prussia, but not of those published in Bavaria or
Saxony. The State Library at Munich receives only Bavarian
copies, one copy being kept, the other being sent to the Univer-
sity Library in the province to which the publication is most
useful. Deposit in Scandinavia has some unusual features. The
printer, not the publisher, is responsible for the delivery of
copies of the literature he prints; consequently, many trivial
items are sent, and, as the printer need deliver only once yearly,
the system has many strong disadvantages. The Scandinavian
libraries maintain separate departments for national (chiefly
copyright) literature, so that at the Royal Library at Copenhagen
even the catalogues for national and foreign books are distinct.
The Royal Libraries of Copenhagen and Stockholm specialize
in the arts, handing over copyright books in natural science and
technology to the University or to special academies and insti-
tutions. China, Japan, and Palestine seem to be the only countries
in which the system is still used for press censorship, and wherein
the administration is under police control; but Russia, Serbia,
Poland, and a few other countries require the deposition of a few
1 ^See, however, an extremely interesting paper entitled "The need of
additional copyright depositories** read by S. H. Ranck at the Denver Con-
ference of Librarians, and reprinted in the Library Journal (1895) vol. 20,
pp. 43-5.
1 For further and fuller details see J. H. Pafibrd, Library Co-operation in
Europe, 1935, p. 293.